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MINUTES of the ANNUAL ASSEMBLY meeting of West Butterwick Parish Council held in the Committee Room, Fred Wooffitt Memorial Hall, West Butterwick on the 16th May 2011
PRESENT: Cllr F J Harris, Chairman presiding


      Cllr’s
G Coggon 
 
G Milner

A Jones
P Shore



D Hurst

APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllr’s: None
1/11. MINUTES OF THE 2010 ASSEMBLY
The minutes of the Assembly meeting held on 17th May 2010, copies here with, of which were previously circulated were taken as read. 

Resolved: That the said minutes be approved and signed as a true record. 
2/11. MATTERS ARISING THEREFROM
Electrifying Church Clock

The chairman reported that the electrifying of the church clock did not go as successful as the council would have hoped, but following numerous repairs it now seems to be working very well, and all the problems have been sorted out. 
3/11 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITES OVER THE LAST YEAR
The Chairman reported the following:

Regular items such as planning applications, where the parish council can only make observations, poor conditions of footpaths and roads continue to be a part of the parish council work. The parish council receive regular newsletters from ERNLLCA to which we belong, keeping them up to date with new guidance and regulations. 

Mrs Holt resigned as a parish council and was replaced by Gary Milner who was co-opted onto the parish council in October. In May the council placed a sign on the surgery building and within a short time the South Axholme Practice added their own sign. 
The flashing traffic speed signs are moved every three months, Roy Hindmarsh sends reports to the parish council of speeds that have gone through and the number of vehicles, the report gives weekly results of traffic e.g. average speed, fastest speed. One vehicle on 5/9/10 between 2-3pm went at 82mph, 29/10/10 between 10-11pm went through at 87mph, and also speeds were reported on West Street in January 2011 of 87mph at 6am, all the reports are passed onto Barry Gardner fleet Developments, the land rear of West Street. 

The church clock has been a major problem during the year; it had various faults and didn’t like the snowy weather, but at this present time seems to be working well. The parish council continue to pursue issues with North Lincs relating to Ewsters being used for a number of caravans without North Lincs permission. The footpath on Farm Lane has been an issue during the year; a footpath has now been designated through the Axgro site.
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3/11 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITES OVER THE LAST YEAR CONT:

The Parish Council agreed to have the gang mower, which is used to cut the playing field repaired, they also agreed to sell the ride on mower which had been purchased to cut the 

Churchyard, contractors are now used to cut the churchyard and the mower was no longer needed. The money received for the mower was split between the person who originally donated a large sum towards the mower and the parish council. 
The parish council website is up and running, sponsors are being sought to help fiancé the website, and they are charged £20 per year. 

The play area surfacing had been repaired by North Lincs Council; the play equipment has also had an annual inspection. 

Life belts from the riverbank went missing and were replaced by North Lincs Council. The parish council agreed in September to purchase soil to fill in a whole (dip in the ground) on the playing field, the village hall committee members spread the soil. 

In September the parish council started the rent review process for the surgery as the 3 year term of the present rent was coming to an end. At present this is still to be resolved.

The bus shelter and timetables on West Street have been damaged for a long time and have been regularly reported to North Lincs. To ease parking on West Street the School was able to agree with Godfrey’s to use some of their land for parking. The School asked if the parish council would help pay for this which the parish council agreed to pay half of the cost which was £172.51, the car park started to be used from Jan 2011 and the arrangement seems to be working well. 

The parish council agreed to pay for a new oil tank for the church as the old one did not meet the required standards. 

Following the heavy snow in December the parish council asked questions of North Lincs Council as to who was responsible for road clearing in West Butterwick; these local farmers/contractors who are drafted in to assist with snow clearing are Ian Willey and Drurys. The parish council agreed at the December meeting to hold a public forum at the beginning of the parish council meetings which started in March. 

The grass cutting contract for the churchyard was reviewed and a new contractor was appointed following a tendering process. 

It was also agreed to inform the tenant of the Haxey Turbary Land that the rent would be increased from 2012. 

Roy Hindmarsh attended a parish council meeting in February to talk about the speeding issues.

Ulyett Lane/West Street’s poor road surfacing was reported to North Lincs Council and after 2 attempts the road surface seems to be improved. 

The council have sent out a couple of newsletters in the last year and the website is available, important notices are also placed on the two council notice boards. 

A couple of parish councillors are on the village plan committee and the village plan is moving forward and the questionnaire is nearly ready to be distributed to the village. 
The finance committee continues to meet quarterly and this is a useful measure for keeping an eye on income and expenditure. 

The chairman would like to thank two councillors who are not standing for the council this time who are Barry McLeod and Mike Dinnage, their input has been useful and welcome. 

The chairman would also like to thank Kate the parish clerk for her sterling efforts during this year to keep us up to date and keep us in line.  As chair it is wonderful to have a good parish clerk and Kate certainly is. 
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3/11 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON PARISH COUNCIL ACTIVITES OVER THE LAST YEAR CONT:

The chairman wished the new parish council a successful four years; she believes there will be interesting changes for the parish council in the future particularly in relation to the Big 

Society. I hope they do their best to work for the greater interests of the community and work to improve West Butterwick. I hope that the parish council manages to find three people to co-opt and that there is some female representative for gender balance. 

Cllr Coggon stated that he would like to express on behalf of the council their thanks and recognition for the excellent service as chairman that Mrs Harris has carried out, and that she will be greatly missed. 

4/11. PARISH COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 2010/2011
The clerk previously circulated copies of the so far un-audited statement of income & expenditure. These showed a balance in hand of £65524.00. The clerk explained the statement of income & expenditure. 
Resolved: It was agreed that the accounts be received. 
5/11. ANY OTHER PARISH BUSINESS

Terry Bowker reported that residents are not aware of the serious speeds that are being reported, and stated that Althorpe replaced their signs with a sign saying WATCH YOUR SPPED. He also stated that there are no repeating speed limit signs throughout the village; he stated that he would be prepared to publish the speeds within the Parish Magazine. 
It was reported that most of the serious speeds are not from local people but people passing through into the village to and from work. 

Further discussions took place concerning various other methods of speed control carried out in other villages. 
The meeting closed at 7.25pm

